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B.4. Recognition of professional qualifications

During the transition period, the United Kingdom takes part in the EU Single Market,
including the freedom of establishment, the free movement of persons and the free
provision of services. Therefore, currently, UK nationals and EU citizens holding a
qualification in the United Kingdom benefit from a simplified - in some cases automatic -
recognition regime in other EU countries, which allows professionals such as doctors, nurses,
dental practitioners, pharmacists, veterinary surgeons, lawyers, architects or engineers to
move and provide services across the European Union and the in the United Kingdom during
the transition period.

As of 1 January 2021, the United Kingdom will no longer be covered by Union rules on the
recognition of professional qualifications, and the recognition of qualifications obtained in
EU Member States by the United Kingdom will be a matter of UK law.

UK nationals, irrespective of where they acquired their qualifications, and EU citizens with

qualifications acquired in the United Kingdom will need to have them recognised in the
relevant Member State on the basis of that country’s rules for third-country nationals and/or

third-country qualifications as of the end of the transition period.”

Persons concerned should seek to obtain recognition of their UK qualification in the
European Union before 1 January 2021 in order to be prepared for the end of the transition
period. Businesses decisions should take into account that from January 2021, after the end
of transition, such recognition will happen in the relevant Member State on the basis of that
country’s rules for third-country nationals and/or third-country qualifications.




